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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wsr9YnRehNs 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wsr9YnRehNs


 
- Gaming power-ups for boost 

 

Harness hashtags and powerups for interactivity 

 

 
 

Students enjoy intrinsic motivation, self-pacing/motivating, etc 

 

Cool article with the infographic: http://www.spencerauthor.com/metacognition/  

 

 
 

Discussion boards allow interaction, but hard to get them motivated or raise the thinking level. 

 

Structure online discussions using Blooms 

http://www.spencerauthor.com/metacognition/


 
 

Students choose architecture they are going to write their post in 

Faculty choose architecture when creating posts 

 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Effective-Online-Teaching-Foundations-Strategies/dp/0470578386 

8 strategies from the book 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Effective-Online-Teaching-Foundations-Strategies/dp/0470578386


Created their own power-ups: 

 

 

 
 

 Students use hashtags in post to identify the type of response they are posting 

  

 
Online discussion boards can't be made to be exactly like F2F discussion, visual and interaction not present 



It can be just as meaningful, especially with digital powerups 

 

EXAMPLES 

 
 

Inform students to put power up at the beginning of post 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Points by power-up or points by number of power-ups 

Bonus points to use power-ups 

Higher level more points? 

Let them know if need one or more power-ups 

Require a power-up in the reply as well 



 

CONSISTENT USE OF POWER-UPS across courses! 

 

 
 

Radical change in how students participate in discussion boards! 

 

Alignment with objectives and using different levels of Bloom's 

- Alignment is based on the objective – question  

- Same question is answered as before, but student's choose how they answer it 

 

Specific feedback to break a cycle if student is posting only a certain level 

 

Start here module: 

Prepare for discussions by introducing in the Start Here when welcoming students, and included with discussion 

prompt 

 



 
 

Process encourages interaction – she uses hashtags in her feedback.  

#hashtags in all help everyone interact 

 

 

OTHER RESOURCES – my search: 

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/InstructureCon-2017/Digital-Power-ups-Scaffolds-and-Hashtags-for-

Student-Engagement/td-p/277538  -  downloaded ppt from here 

 

https://topr.online.ucf.edu/digital-powerups-hashtags-to-empower-higher-order-student-engagement-in-online-

discussions/ 
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